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What type of lift do you have?

Lift operation 
in the event 

of fire

Lift for 
the use of 
firefighters

Firemens lift
(1970–mid 1980s)

Firefighting lift 
(mid 1980s–2004)

Firefighters lift (since 2004)
Lift for 

evacuation of 
disabled 
people

Evacuation lift (since late 1980s)

Evacuation lift 
standards under 

development
Fire recall

Fire recall and out of service
(since 2005)
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o Similar to BS 9999 Annex G or CEN/TS 81-76

o Lift recalls to exit floor on fire alarm or from 
evacuation lift switch

oRescue team takes control of lift using 
evacuation lift switch

o Lift car controlled from car controls only

o Landing controls used to signal driver

+ Driver/rescue team can respond to site 
conditions

─ Lift not available until driver takes control

Evacuation 
lift switch

landing controls 
signal to driver

Exit floor

Driver assisted evacuation
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o Lift recalls to exit floor and then may 
continue in service from BMS signal

o Lift serves landing calls – priority based on 
evacuation strategy e.g. evacuate the fire 
floor first, then two floors above and two 
floors under, and then rest of the building; 
or the distance from the exit floor with the 
furthest landing call getting highest priority  

+ Lift could be used – not needing driver

─ Building systems to ensure lift is safe to use?
How to prioritise disabled users?
Guidance on call prioritization?
Suitable for buildings with transient users?

Car calls 
disabled

Lift responds to landing controls 
– priority based on strategy

Exit floor

Automatic evacuation operation (prEN 81-76)
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Evacuation lifts – BS 9999, Annex G 
until new standards published

BS 9991 revision – comment resolution

prEN 81-76 draft

- commenting closed September 2022

- comment resolution

- standard to be published early 2024?

- use National foreword and Annex

BS 9999 revision will follow BS 9991 revision 

Until these are published, BS 9999:2017 
Annex G is the only evacuation lift described 
in British Standards
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Act?



Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1 recommendations

Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1 Report 
recommendation 33.22(e) - PEEPs

e. that the owner and manager of every 
high-rise residential building be required 
by law to prepare personal emergency 
evacuation plans (PEEPs) for all residents 
whose ability to self-evacuate may be 
compromised (such as persons with 
reduced mobility or cognition)



Building Safety Act – emergency egress

21 Report on certain safety-related matters

(1) Before the end of the period of three years 
beginning when this section comes into force, 
the regulator must—

(b) consider what further provision under the 
Building Act 1984, or in guidance under that 
Act, may be made about—

(ii) emergency egress of disabled persons 
from relevant buildings

Included as an amendment when HMG decided 
not to implement Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 1 
Report recommendation on PEEPs
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How does this 
work with 

existing 
regulations?



Regulations under 
HASAWA – apply to lifts 
used by people at work 
– duties for “employer”

HSE recommends similar 
regime for other lifts

Fire Safety Regulations –
apply to lifts for use by 

firefighters and 
evacuation lifts except in 

domestic premises –
duties for “responsible 

person”

Existing lifts – safety and fire regulations



How should we manage lifts?

Owner/
Duty 

Holder

Inspection
Body

Maintenance
provider

Owner/duty-holder:

• Arranges Thorough Examination 
and any supplementary tests

• Carries out routine checks

• Arranges maintenance 

• Shares and acts on reports

Inspection body:

• Carries out Thorough Examination

• Calls for any supplementary tests

• Reports to the owner/duty-holder

Maintenance provider:

• Agrees contents of 
maintenance with 
owner/duty-holder

• Carries out maintenance

• Completes supplementary 
tests if agreed with 
owner/duty-holder

• Reports to the 
owner/duty-holder



Round-up of recent LEIA publications
11.01.17 Recall of lifts in the event of fire

27.98.19 LFB withdrawn blanket approvals for BS EN 81-72 deviations

08.11.19 Improvement of existing lifts for use by the fire services

21.08.20 Inspection, maintenance, thorough examination and supplementary testing  
of lifts intended for use by firefighters and evacuation-lifts

27.05.21 May 2021: New London Plan – evacuation lifts guidance

28.06.21  Calls to Fire Service to release passengers shut-in lifts

22.12.21 Evacuation lift standards

22.12.21 Identifying lifts for fire service use & evacuation lift types

13.04.22 Fire resistant lift landing entrances tested to BS EN 81-58

05.07.22 Smoke resistant lift landing entrances

07.07.22 Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022

https://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/upload_image/Lift%20Owner%20News%20-%20recall%20of%20lifts%20in%20the%20event%20of%20fire.pdf
https://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/AYA78-LFB-withdrawn-blanket-approvals-for-deviations-from-BS-EN-81-72.pdf
http://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/AYA79-Improvement-of-existing-lifts-for-use-by-fire-service.pdf
https://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-Inspection-maintenance-and-thorough-examination-of-lifts-for-use-by-firefighters-and-evacuation-lifts.pdf
https://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-new-London-Plan-evacuation-lift-guidance.pdf
https://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-Calls-to-Fire-Service-to-release-passengers-shut-in-lifts.pdf
http://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-Evacuation-lift-standards.pdf
http://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-Identifying-lifts-for-fire-service-use-evacuation-lift-types.pdf
http://www.leia.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Lift-Escalator-Owner-News-Fire-resistant-lift-landing-entrances-tested-to-BS-EN-81-58.pdf
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Nick Mellor

More details at: www.leia.co.uk/publications/leia-newsletter/

http://www.leia.co.uk/publications/leia-newsletter/

